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[ Abstract]

cal functions of inhibiting tumor, enhancing immunity, improving heart and cerebral vessels, and regulating

Icariin is one of the most dynamic composition of Epimedium, which has pharmacologi-

endocrine function. In recent years,researches on neuroprotective effects of icariin in central nervous sys-
tem have been increased . To further promote the researches on prevention and cure on central nervous sys-
tem diseases, this review systematically summarizes the neuroprotective effects of icariin on neurons inclu-
ding the mechanism combined with research reports of Icariin at home and abroad, which include the fol-
lowing, antioxigenic stess, inhibiting the inflammatory response, adjusting the release of neurotransmitter of
monoamines and amino acids, and increasing neurotrophic effect. The signal transduction mechanism of
icariin’s neuroprotective effect is also discussed, which may provide useful theoretical support to the re-
search of icariin.
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