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[ Abstract] Objective To evaluate the ocular safety of Houttuynia cordata Thunb eye drops appli-
cation. Methods 20 SD rats were randomly divided into two groups: the control group and the test group.
In the control group, normal saline was used as the eye drops. In the test group, Houttuynia cordata Thunb
eye drops were applied. The eye drops were given 4 times a day for 14 days. The behavior and irritation
changes of the rats were observed. Slit lamp corneal microscope examination was used to analyze the chan-
ges of the conjunctiva, cornea and iris. HE staining was used to analyze the changes of the ocular tissues.
Results There were no changes in the behavior of the rats in both groups. There were no obvious irritation
changes of the ocular tissues. There was no statistical difference in two groups on the scores from Draize
system by x” test. Slit lamp corneal microscope examination showed that there were no obvious changes in
the ocular surface and anterior segment. HE staining demonstrated that in the ocular tissues in both groups
were both abnormal after the application of eye drops. Conclusion The application of Houttuynia cordata
Thunb eye drops on cornea was safe.
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