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[ Abstract] Objective To investigate the influence of moxa smoke and cigarette smoke on the apo-
lipoprotein E-deficient ( ApoE”") male mice’ learning and memory ability and B amyloid deposition in brain
hippocampus. Method 13 eight weeks old C57BL/6 mice were assigned to control group; 27 eight weeks
old ApoE”" mice were randomly divided into 3 groups (n =9/group) : model group, moxa smoke group,
cigarette smoke group. Mice in the two smoke groups were exposed to smoke, which concentration is con-
trolled within 5 ~ 15 mg/m’ ; mice in model group and control group were exposed to normal air. The step-
down test was conducted in the 13th week. Level of 8 amyloid deposition was determined by congo red stai-
ning. Results Compared with the model group, mice in control group, moxa smoke group and cigarette
smoke group showed decreased learning latency, increased memory latency and made less mistakes in the
step-down test (P < 0.05). Compared with the model group, B amyloid deposition of control group, moxa
smoke group and cigarette smoke group was significantly decreased (P < 0.05). Conclusion Our find-
ings suggest that moxa smoke may have effect on protecting nerve function and anti-aging by reducing the
deposition of B amyloid in hippocampus.
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