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[ Abstract] Hegu can effectively treat the orofacial diseases which is the distal end of iarge intestine
meridian passing through. The convergence of orofacial region and Hegu in afferent pathway of sensory
nerve provides the neuroanatomical basis for “point LI 4 treating diseases in the face and mouth”. with the
development of neuroimaging technology, fMRI is a method to explore the mechanism of central effects of
acupuncture because of its non-traumatic, high spatial and temporal resolution and the sensitivity in
detecting metabolites. Hegu point with acupuncture is found of brain activation lateralization. Also found
that different stimulating methods ( including manual acupuncture, electroacupuncture and transcutaneous
electrical stimulation) and different situations of acuesthesia also affect brain function changes. This article
explains the mechanism of “point LI 4 treating diseases in the face and mouth” from the anatomical
structure of Hegu peripheral nerve, central response characteristics of acupuncture, central mechanism of

acupoint specificity.
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